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Chief Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma patici-
pates In the ‘Blessing Candle’ event to celebrate the
auspicious hirthday of the Prime Minister  Mod

behalf of the entire people of he has propelled it forward as
Assam on September 17. For one of the driving forces of
the past twenty-five years, he India's development, in the
has steadfastly dedicated form of 'Ashtalakshmi'. From
himself to public service, from the unprecedented development
Gujarat to the entire country of communication systems, the
guided by the ideals of industrial revolution, and
Antyodaya and the resolve to  showcasing the bravery of
build a strong India, leading Lachit Borphukan on the
the nation forward with re- global stage to securing
newed confidence. By fulfiling UNESCOWorld Heritage
the hopes and aspirations of status for the Charaideo
1.4 billion Indians, he has Maidam — he has upheld
ushered in a new era of devel-Assam's pride and self-respect
opment and self-relianc@he before the world by harmoniz-
Honorable Prime Minister's ing 'development' and 'heri-
special afection and commit- tage'. During every challenge
ment towardsAssam and the  faced byAssam, the Prime
' entire North-Eastern region Minister's sincerity His sincer
Ramen Bharali, Bansor : Narendra ModiAssam's have always been a source ofity, cooperation, and guidance
On the auspicious occasion of Honorable Chief Minister Dr  inspiration for usAt a time have given the state the ceur
the birthday of the visionary of Himanta Biswa Sarma ex-  when this region was consid- age and strength to move
New India, world leadgrand tended his heartfelt wishes and ered to be far removed from forward with greater determi-
Prime Minister of India, Shri respectful greetings to him on the mainstream of the country nation in the see page 6

[)CimaHHnﬁgﬁgaj%usrn%{isStzrmget Zubeen Divas’ Observed in Dibrugarh
| W ~'Greater Dibrugarh Press Club-Youth
SeeK elfae Measues Society and Sahitya Sabh

e e M Hashim Ali, o

Dibrugar h : With the
objective of keeping
alive the memory of
beloved artist Zubeen
: Gaug, the Greater
e Dibrugarh Press Club,

Haflong : Members of the Dima Hasao Press ClgiPrugarhvouth Society

on Tuesday mefAssam Chief Minister Dr Himantaan%r?ibmglarh Sahityg
Biswa Sarma in Diphu and submitted a memorandﬁ‘ a jointly oganise

seeking improved welfare support and developmenggfP€en DivasatThana

facilities for working journalists in the districthe <hariali in Dibrugarh, S — -
delegation highlighted the challenges faced by meffgturing various renowned artist Atthe  with Zubeen and memo-
professionals operating in the remote hill distiigtey Programmes from beginning of the ries of their musical
stressed that journalists play a vital role in upholdify€ning until . programme, musician  journey Chanto Kakati
democratic values by reporting accurateigising | ht.Thana Chariali Chanto Kakati, who had performed the tune of

public concerns, and acting as a bridge between $38'€ alive with songs, performed on stage with Zubeens popular song
government and the people. Despite their dedicafBgSiC; dance and memo-Zubeen Gay at several = ‘Mayabini’ on the saxo-
service, many continue to work without adequate €S of the beloved artist. events, lit a ceremonial phone. His performance
frastructure or welfare backing. During the meetin}, |28 number of peoplelamp before Zubeen created an emotional
the press club representativegad the Sate Gov- bm Dibrugarh partici-  Gag’s portraitAfter the atmosphere among the
ernment to introduce suitable welfare schemes dftjed in the programme lamp-lighting ceremony  gathering.The stage for
basic facilities for accredited journalists. and paid tribute to the  recalling his association the see page 2
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Srimadvagawata, Dasham, Canto

the tenth
The last half of Part-48

Somehow life re-
mained within his

body, SRI SRI SANKARDEV &
but he lacked all ANANTA KANDALI'S

CONSCIOUSNESS;
DASHAM

Seeing Brahma in
this helpless state,
(The Sun of the myths)

Narayana smiled.
Seeing the Creator
(Brahma) in such a
state, compassion
arose in Him,
Withdrew His divine
cosmic illusion.
Concealed His
overwhelming

cosmic form,
Rescued Lord
Brahma from an
ocean of delusion and
confusion.

In mercy of
Krishna,Brahma
barely got his con-
science,

Began to wink again little by little.

Translated by

Bracing his hands with greatfeift, he who was nearly dead,

Gradually raised himself and sat up, groaning in pain.

Then, having steadied and composed himself after some time,
With immense pain, managed to open his eight eyes wide fro

time to time.
Looked around with eyes wondered,
Then “in front he saw the beautiful Brindaban.

The trees were full of flowers and fruits, Having seen all this,

affection emeges in the subjects.
Lion's,tigers,goats,cows move together

Under the influence of Krishna, no one harms anyone.
They live like friends,as if very wise

Having no hungetthirst nor any fascination or anger

In such Brindaban, the Creator“Found that Krishna was com-

pletely alone.

RITA BORUAH

Zubeen Garg's Portrait Unveiled
at Malibari on Zubeen Divas

Malibari : A portrait of legendarjAssamese artiste Zubeen Gar
was unveiled at Malibari Pub-Kamrup High School Chowk under
the Kamalpur constituency of Kamrup district on September 19 on
the occasion of Zubeen DivaBhe portrait was unveiled by noted
social worker DullAhmed.The programme featured musical perfor
mances by invited singefgnhil Bhoirab and Dimpal Jyoti Maram,
who performed some of Zubeen @arpopular songs and enthralled
the gathering. Local singer and one of thgaoisers, Hirakhakuria,

also performed several songs popularised by the beloved artiste. Co-
median and¥ouTuber Deepjyoti Deka, popularly known as ‘Khitei
Kai’ and hailing from Darrang district, inaugurated the evening
programme by lighting a ceremonial lamp in memory of Zubeeg.Gar

A large number of Zubeen Ggs admirers from the surrounding ar
eas attended the programme and lit ceremonial lamps in his memory
creating a solemn yet celebratory atmosphere. It may be mentioned
that Parswa Jyoti Saharia (Mrinmoy), Lalit Nath, 1At Abdul Ali

and Himangshu Nath, all from the greater Malibari area, extended
their support in making the portrait structure permanent and install-
ing tiles around it. Himangshu Nath also provided four iron posts and
nine iron chains to install a protective enclosure in front of the por
trait. The newly unveiled portrait is expected to serve as a lasting
symbol of Zubeen Ggis memory and his enduring contribution to
Assamese music and culture in the locality

Continue from page no 1

Zubeen Divas’ Observed in
Dibrugar h 'Greater Dibrugarh

mProgramme was inaugurated by Riturparna Barua, Chairman of the
AssamTourism Development Corporation. In his inaugural address,
he recalled Zubeen Ggs contributions té&Assam$ music and cul-
tural sphere and also spoke about the need for appropriate justice in
connection with the circumstances surrounding the artoath.
Dibrugarh District Cultural Developmentfier Sudarshan Bora also
addressed the gatheridgnong those present were senior journalist
Ran Duwara, Dibrugarh Sahitya Sabha president Jyotiddaiin,
Greater Dibrugarh Press Club working president Bibhas Duwara,
DibrugarhYouth Society president Khagen Dutta, secretéaymas
Burhagohain, DibrugarBRASU adviser Papu Saikia, and other dis-
tinguished personalities.Under the direction of folk- instrument artist
Jiten Das, a Dihannam group from Dibru Folk Cultural Centre per

Placing the horn and a cane stick at His waist, and a flute tucke¢ormed devotional songst®ents of Murchana Music School, un-

into His waistband,

Holding rice in His left hand, and a morsel of food in the other

hand.

Moves alone by looking cows along with the calves,
And enacted a play under the guise of Nanda's child.
Seeing this again Brahma trembled,

Jumping quickly from the gander he fell down.

In front of Krishna he prostrated on the ground,
looking just like solid std$ of pure gold.

Bowing down deeply with absolute humilitye ofered his
prostrations, touching His divine feet with the very tips of his

crowns.

Tears of profound ecstatic joy streaming down from his eyes,

Drenched both the lotus feet of Lord Govinda.
Rising up repeatedlyecollecting that divine power
Lord Brahma falls flat at His feet forever

Tears choked his throat, no word spelled from his mouth

Rising again and again, he fell down the ground.

der the direction of Bhuwan Gogoi, presented a chorus titled ‘Kaliya
Dawore Dhakise Rupohi Jonore Mukhkhontu&ents of Nrityangan
Kala Kendra, under the direction of Ruby Gogoi Sandikai, performed
a dance to the song ‘Keu Fale Gujari-Gunddrile Ban’. Child artist
Ansh Pratim Burhagohain won the hearts of the audience with his
rendition of the song ‘Jodilkbnor RongbaotStudents of Murchana
Music School performed songs including ‘Mukuta Mukuta’ and
‘Diya Ghurai Diya’, accompanying themselves on the keyboard and
recreating the melodies of ZubegisongsAnother important seg-
ment of the programme was conducted by Ratool Burhagohain, sec-
retary of the Greater Dibrugarh Press Club, while its president Manjit
Bora delivered an address.For his contribution to sqcsgstyial
worker Jyoti Prasad Kanai was felicitated on behalf of the Greater
Dibrugarh Press Club with a traditional phulam gamocha, seleng, a
citation and a traditional decorative jagu8ents of the Dibru Folk
Cultural Centre also performed various dances. Parents of students
of Murchana Music School and members of the Sahitya Sabha, with
the participation of several artists, presented a chorus titled ‘Pranor

For a long time, he remained there, holding onto Krishna's feet Madhuri Butoli Butoli’.A dance performance by students of

Then step by step, Lord Brahma rose to his feet.
He wiped his eight eyes with four hands,

When saw Lord Govinda infront of him, bowed his head.
Trembling with awe and reverence, Lord Brahma folded his han

Began to pray with his four mouths.
In the feay unable to know the power of Krishna ,
Brahma began to explain as the cowherd boy

m Rita Boruah

Nrityangan Kala Kendra to Zubesmpopular song ‘AndhAkash
Ruddho Botah’ further enhanced the beauty of the programme.“In
addition, thesong performed by child arti$rishadashi Gogoi, the

e of ‘Mayabini’ played on the flute by students of Dibru Folk Cul-
ural Centre, and performances by popular singer Jupitara Kakati,
who had performed songs with Zubeen @g;anade the atmosphere
of the programme even more emotioA&l a special attraction, popu-
lar singer Pompi Purabi preged a selection of songs. Child artist
JenifaAhmed, who had performed Zubeen @Garsongs on Indian

99545-94823 Idol, also gave a musical performance that enlivened the atmosphere.
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Dr. Sangeeta Kalita: Restoring
vision, serving humanity

to restore a person's vision made the
= Heramba Nath speciality especially meaningful to
her* She pursued her post-
becoming a doctor was an unfullife”. In high school, Mr Balwant graduate training at the Regional
filled dream that he wished hisSingh encouraged her to remaibnstitute of Ophthalmology
daughter to pursue. Dr Kalita credfocused and pursue excellencd;auhati Medical College, under
its him with constantly encourag-eventually helping her achieve thé&rimanta Sankaradeva University
ing and motivating her towardsstate-highest marks in Mathematef Health Sciences, from 2013 to
medicine, while acknowledgingics in the Class X SEBA examina2016. During her postgraduate
that both her parents have remaineibn. During Classes XI and XlI atyears, Dr Jyoti Bhuyan, her MS
a source of strength and suppof€otton College, her Physics profes©phthalmology professpbecame
throughout her lifeTheir influence sor, Santanu Baishya, helped hean important mentor and guided her
/ was not limited to her educationunderstand difcult concepts and through her first cataract gery
= , they helped shape the values witbleared her doubts without clgar That first experience marked an
Dr. Sangeeta Kalita which she would later approach heing tuition feesAt that time, pri- important milestone in her devel-
o _ profession.” Her father oncevate tuition had been banned foppment as an ophthalmic geon
Dr Sangeeta Kalita is a seniotold her when she was a little girlseveral years, making his willing-and laid the foundation for her sub-
consultant  ophthalmologist“Now you are known by my name;ness to devote additional time to hesequent interest in sical ophthal-
specialising in cornea, cataract andne day | want to be known as youparticularly meaningful. mology.
refractive sugery at Sri father” Those words remained She entered Gauhati Medical Her professional development
Sankaradeva Nethralayadeeply embedded in her memory aSollege in 2004 and completed hecontinued through specialised
Guwabhati. Over more than nineshe grew oldeiooking back, she MBBS in 2009. Her internship fol- training in cataract and corneal sur
years as an ophthalmologist, shieels that, in some waghe has lowed from 2009 to 2010. She begery Dr Ratish Paul, Secretary of
has built a career that brings tobeen able to fulfil that wishThe gan her professional journey as aSusrut Eye Foundation and Re-
gether advanced eye gery, aca- thought has also shaped the way si@ern at Gauhati Medical Collegesearch Institute, Kolkata, became
demic medicine, research, teachingooks at her own role as a mothereceiving a stipend of Rs 7,000. Sheer mentor in phaco syery Dr
community service and a deep conBhe hopes that one day her daugbubsequently completed one year dfarsha Bhattacharjee inspired her
mitment to restoring not merelyters, Aaghnya anddadya Kalita, compulsory rural service as a Medito pursue corneal syery and gave
eyesight but also confidence, indewill achieve their own dreams anctal Ofiicer at Lengtisinga MPHC her opportunities to explore and
pendence and hope in the lives ahat she will have the privilege ofin Bongaigaon district.©  The extend her service to mankinkk
her patients. being known with pride as theirperiod of rural service provided helSankara Nethralaya, Chennai, Dr
Born on October 9, 1986, at 9.4mother For Dr Kalita, such recog-with valuable exposure to the reBhaskar Srinivasan became an im-
am in Guwahati on the eve of Sosthiition is not about fame or profes-alities of healthcare beyond a maportant mentor in corneal gery.
during Duga Puja, Dr Kalita was sional status; it is about the lastingor urban medical institutioork-  The guidance of these experienced
brought up in JonakinagaNo. 2 bond between generations and thag directly with patients in a ruralophthalmologists helped her de-
Mathgharia, Noonmati, in a closequiet satisfaction of seeing one'setting gave her an opportunity taelop the technical skills and con-
knit family with her parents andchildren grow into capable, com-understand the importance of adidence required for increasingly
two siblings. Her fatherTarini passionate and responsible humamessibility communication and per complex procedures.
Charan Kalita, MA, BTwas a re- beings. sonal attention in healthcare. Italso Today Dr Kalita serves as Se-
tiredAssociate Professor and Head Her educational journey begarexposed her to the ftfrent social nior Consultant in the Cornea,
of the Department of Hindi atat Glacier English School,and economic circumstances ifCataract and Refractive Depart-
Guwahati College. Her mother Noonmati, where she studied fronwhich patients seek medical treatment of Sri  Sankaradeva
Himani Kalita, a homemaker and aursery to Clasg. She then joined ment. Nethralaya, Guwahati. Her areas of
graduate of Handique Collegest Mary's Convent, Guwahati, for Her professional journey there-expertise include corneal giaries,
played an equally important role inClassed/I to X. In the HSLC ex- after took her through several imcataract s@ery and refractive pro-
shaping her personaljtyalues and amination conducted by SEBA inportant institutions and responsicedures such as LASIK. She also
outlook towards life. Her younger2002, she secured distinction wittbilities. She worked as a Junioperforms advanced procedures, in-
sister Dr Ranjeeta Kallita, is a den-84 per cent marks and achieved tiResident at NEIGRIHMS and sub-<luding femtosecond lasessisted
tal sugeon, while her brother state-highest marks iadvanced sequently served as a Registrar aataract syery Her work encom-
Hridayjit Kalita, holds a Master'sMathematics. She completed hejorhat Medical College. She latepasses both commonly performed
degree in Engineering and is a gol#ligher Secondary education undeworked as a consultant phaco-sueye procedures and technically de-
medallist. o AHSEC in 2004, securing at&8 geon at Susrut Eye Hospital andnanding sugeries for patients with
~ The values instilled in her dur mark with 77 per cent. Research Institute, Kolkata, andomplex corneal and visual condi-
ing childhood have remained a Her academic achievementgursued fellowship training attions.
guiding force throughout her life.were supported by scholarships &ankara Nethralaya, Chennai. Each One of the defining achieve-
She distinctly remembers her fathedifferent stages of her educationinstitution added another dimenments of her sgical career came
telling her that “service to mankindAfter her Class X and Class XlI ex-sion to her professional developen May 29, 2024, when she and her
is service to God” and that “char aminations, she received schelament and helped her acquiréeam at Sri Sankaradeva Nethralaya
acter is more important than moneghips from Noonmati Refinery specialised skills in ophthalmic surperformed the first Boston
in life”. Her mother taught her toDuring her MBBS studies, she regery. Keratoprosthesisype Il sugery in
remain humble, strong and steacteived a scholarship from the North  Her interest in ophthalmologyNorth-East India.The Boston
fast in maintaining a high-valuedeastern Council (NEC)These had a personal beginning. She-heKeratoprosthesi$ype Il, an artifi-
character irrespective of circumscholarships provided encourageself had suered from myopia and cial cornea procedure, represents an
stancesThese lessons eventuallyment at important stages of her acdrad been wearing spectacles sin@gvanced sgical option for se-
became much more than childhoodemic journey and recognised he€lass IX. During her MBBS years lected patients sféring from se-
teachings; they became principlegonsistent performance as a stishe became increasingly fascinatecere corneal blindnesshe opera-
that influenced the way she apdent. by ophthalmologyShe was particu- tion marked an important milestone
proached medicine, patients, pro- Several teachers also playethrly attracted to the speciality bein her professional journey and in
fessional responsibilities and lifeimportant roles in shaping her percause it was rapidly evolving andhe availability of advanced corneal
itself. sonality and academic developeffered opportunities to learn, in-sumical care in the region.
Her father was also the persoment. Her primary-school teachemovate and explore new techniques. Another significant achieve-
who inspired and encouraged hejharna Madam, introduced her t@he possibility of combining deli- ment came earliein 2018, when
to become a doctoin many ways, the meaning of having an “aim incate microswgery with the ability Dr Kalita introducedsee page 4
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Continue from page no 3 Dr. Sangeeta Kalita: Restoring vision, serving

the first iris-claw intraocular lens eye, but the gratitude and continuthe last five years. She is also thdonation.They also felicitate donor
procedure at her institute. Her workng relationship between a patienauthor of a chapter in the ophthalfamilies and recognise NGOs that
in advanced ophthalmic giery has and doctor can create a much deeperology book Recent Updates byhelp spread awareness. Her work re-
therefore extended from cataract anduman connectionThese experi- Nema. flects her belief that increasing the
refractive procedures to complex-corences have reinforced her belief that Her academic engagement hasumber of eye donors is essential to
neal interventions. Such developthe responsibility of a doctor extendsaken her to meetings and conferaddressing the continuing burden of
ments reflect her continuing interesbeyond treating a physical conditionences of thell India Ophthalmo- corneal blindness.
in adopting and applying newer sur  In her viewthe doctopatient re- logical Societythe Ophthalmologi-  Eye donation, in her viewepre-
gical techniques for patients whdationship in contemporary societycal Society ofAssam, the Corneasents a remarkable form of service
may have limited treatment optionshas sometimes become straine@ociety of India and th&sia Pacific in which one person's death can help

Her sugical experience has beermpartly because of time constraint®©phthalmologyAssociation. She hasrestore sight and hope to another per
accompanied by an extensive cliniand the pressures of moderparticipated as a speakgranellist son. Greater public understanding of
cal workload. She sees approxihealthcare. She believes it is imporand moderator at professional meethe process, the importance of timely
mately 10,000 patients in the outpatant to rebuild that relationship beings. She has also served as an agenation and the role of authorised
tient department every year andpecause doctors sometimes beconmraiser for NEETPG 2026, carrying institutions can help address miscon-
forms around 1,000 sgeries annu- counsellors and confidants for theiout the responsibility oAugust 30, ceptions and encourage more fami-
ally. With more than nine years ofpatients. Patients may share witR026.This yeayshe was invited as alies to consider eye donation.”
service as an ophthalmologist, shdoctors thoughts, fears and personapeaker at an international microbiCommunity outreach has been an-
estimates that she has been involvezkperiences that they do not alwayslogy conference in Prague. other major dimension of her service.
in approximately 10,000 eye ggr share even with their closest family Her connection with teaching hasShe participates in free eye camps
ies and has seen around one lakh paembers. Listening, therefore, beremained particularly important toand free eye sgeries through her
tients inAssam. comes an important part of healingher because of the teachers whimstitute's community outreach

Yet, for Dr Kalita, numbers alone  For Dr Kalita, healing does notshaped her own care®ecentlyshe programme. She has also been in-
do not define the meaning of medialways mean physical treatment ofeturned to her alma matehe Re- volved in free school screening
cal practice. She measures profeghe eyes or the bodl can also mean gional Institute of Ophthalmology programmes around Guwabhati,
sional satisfaction through the im-helping a person change an attitudéauhati Medical College, as a guesthere approximately 35 schools
provement she sees in her patient§om negativity to positivityParticu- faculty member to speak about €orhave been coveretihe programmes
She recalls the special feeling whetarly in the post-pandemic periodneal transplantation on the occasiofocused on identifying refractive-er
a patient who arrived at the hospitavhen communication betweenof Eye Donation Fortnight. Forrors, amblyopia and congenital eye
in a wheelchair because of blindnesgeople has reduced in many waysomeone who had once learned h@roblems among students. Children
is able to walk independently the daghe believes that maintaining a posfirst cataract swery under the guid- requiring spectacles were prescribed
after sugery For hersuch a moment tive outlook, exercising and main-ance of a professor at the same instidasses, while those with amblyopia
brings a sense of happiness andining a healthy work-life balancetution, returning as a faculty speakeor congenital eye conditions were re-
fulfilment that cannot be measuredan contribute significantly to over represented another meaningfuflerred to the institute for further
in statistics. all well-being. stage in her professional journey evaluation and treatment.

Some of the most rewarding ex- One of the most ditult lessons The moment also symbolised the The school programme also in-
periences have involved young pain her early professional life camecontinuity of medical educatio® volved training teachers to recognise
tients who had become corneallgluring her internship at Gauhatstudent who once stood on the resye problems. Dr Kalita believes this
blind. After suigery, some regained Medical College. During one nightceiving end of instruction had nowis particularly valuable because vi-
their sight and later returned to telbuty, she had to declare four deathseturned to share her own experiencgual problems in children are some-
her that they had secured employto the families of the deceasedl and knowledge with the next generatimes overlooked by parents,
ment. Their achievements broughtfour patients were terminally ill andtion. For Dr Kalita, teaching is notwhereas teachers may notice changes
her immense satisfaction because thikeir family members were alreadymerely an academic responsibility; itn a child's classroom behavigqur
restoration of vision had enablecaware of their conditions, but for ais also a way of giving back to thereading ability or visual performance
them to regain confidence and paryoung intern, handling four deathinstitution and profession that helpedanuch earlierEarly identification can
ticipate more independently in life. declarations in one night was arshape her career help children receive appropriate in-

She also recalls a young girl wha@motionally overwhelming experi-  Public awareness has been arervention before an untreated visual
had been blind in both eyes becaussnce. She was simultaneously resther important part of her work.problem begins to &fct their edu-
of corneal disease. Following corneadponsible for paperwork, enggn- Over the years, she has participatezhtion and development.
transplantation, the girl regained hecies and the emotions of the bereaved interviews and awareness Her commitment to service has
vision, returned to school and comfamily members. programmes on eye donation witliherefore extended beyond the eper
pleted her board examinations with After declaring the fourth death,Doordarshan, Prag News, Newsting theatre. From community
flying colours. Dr Kalita says that theshe remembers feeling emotionally.ive, NK Bharat and News18 as artamps and school screening
transformation was not only visual;numb, almost like a lifeless sotihe expert in the field. She has also corprogrammes to eye-donation aware-
the girl's confidence, personality an@éxperience taught her how uncertaitributed twice torheTimes of India ness and public education, she has
grooming also changed remarkablyife can be and how doctors are ofen dry-eye awareness. sought to make ophthalmic knowl-
For her such experiences demonten required to move from one emo- Her concern about corneal blind-edge more accessible to people out-
strate that restoring vision can influtional situation to another within secness is rooted in what she sees eveside the hospital environment.

ence education, employment, sociainds, without having sfi€ient time day in clinical practicewhile cata- Her professional philosophy has
interaction and a person's perceptioto recover from one tragedy beforgact blindness has increasingly beebeen shaped by the values she inher
of his or her own future. confronting the next. addressed through free eyegmries, ited from her family and strength-

Her relationship with some pa- She believes that experienceye camps and programmes undened through years of clinical expe-
tients has continued well beyondelped her become more emotionallthe National Programme for Controkience. “Service to mankind is ser
their treatmentTwo patients, one stable in later years. Every new paef Blindness an¥isual Impairment, vice to God” remains one of the prin-
woman and one man, who regainetient, she realised, comes with a difshe believes that corneal blindnessiples she remembers from her father
their vision after corneal transplanferent personalityfamily back- remains a major challenge. In th&he also believes that humiljty
tation later invited Dr Kalita to their ground and emotional life, and doceontext of her professional work,honour and virtue should remain cen-
weddings. In another case, a marrieirs have to understand that indieorneal blindness remains a signifitral to a person's character
woman who was reportedly on thevidual human story while providingcant cause of blindness in India, Atthe same time, Dr Kalita's un-
verge of divorce because of her cormedical careThe experience alsowhile the availability of donated cor derstanding of herself extends be-
neal blindness regained her visiotaught her that medicine requires nateas remains far below the demangond her professional identitghe
following sugery Her marriage was only knowledge and technical comA substantial proportion of patientsexpresses this simply: “I would like
restored, and she continues to attermbtence but also emotional sensitiveontinue to wait for suitable donorto be known as a good human being
regular six-monthly follow-upsthe ity and the ability to remain com-tissue before they can undertrans- first, then a doctor and eye geon,
patient often brings local vegetableposed during difcult circumstances. plantation, while the backlog contin-and then a mothérThe statement
from her home for Dr Kalita, a ges- Her work has also extended contles to pose a serious challenge. reflects the order of values that she
ture that has become a touching synsiderably into academics and re- For this reason, Dr Kalita hashas carried through her personal and
bol of their continuing relationship. search. Dr Kalita has published apmade eye-donation awareness grofessional journeyor heyprofes-

For Dr Kalita, such gestures repproximately 30 research papers itmportant part of her social and prosional achievement acquires greater
resent a dimension of medicine thatational and international journalsfessional commitment. Every yeameaning when it remains grounded
cannot be captured in medicabhe has been a thesis guide for fiveround Eye Donation Fortnight, shen humanity compassion and respon-
records.A successful sgery may postgraduate students and has servadd her colleagues go into the consibility towards others.
restore the physical function of aras an NBEMS faculty member formunity to create awareness about eye see page 6
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Knowledge Systems in thé\ge of Gautama
Buddha and Srimanta Sankaradeva

A Historical Study of Ethical Knowledge, Spiritual Praxis, Social Learning and CulturalTransmission

information but as a transformativethe causes of sigring and transform social relationships.The text
process connecting cognitiontheir lives? Knowledge is thereforetherefore extends ethical learning
conduct, community and the pursuinot merely theoretical. It mustbeyond monastic life into the social
of a meaningful life. become insight capable of changingvorld.?

Knowledge in the Indian perception and conduct. The KaraGiyamettad Sutta
historical experience has often been The Dhammacak kappavattanasimilarly presents loving-kindness as
conceived as something mor&uttapresents th8uddhas Middle a cultivated disposition rather than
comprehensive than theWay as a path that produces visiomerely an abstract beliéfhe text is
accumulation of intellectualand knowledge and leads towardpreserved as Sn 1.8 and Kp 9 in the
information. It could involve peace, higher understandingPali tradition? This reveals an
disciplined practice, ethical conductawakening and Nibbéna. Itidéies important feature of Buddhist
self-cultivation, memory oral the Noble Eightfold Path right view pedagogy: the learner is expected to
transmission, social interactionjntention, speech, action, livelihoodpecome diferent through

.. artistic expression and the pursuit oéffort, mindfulness and knowledge. Ethical understanding is
Dr. Guptajlt Pathak liberation. From this perspective, the&eoncentration as the practicablemonstrated through conduct.
Assistant Pofessor histories of Gautama Buddha andtructure of that path. The Mahéaparinibbana Sutta

Department of History Srimanta Sankaradeva provide two This is historically significant further illustrates the importance of
GeetanagarGuwahati-781021 important historical examples ofbecause it connects epistemologsnemory communal preservation and
Mobile © +91-9085084275 ' knowledge being transformed intowith praxis. Knowing suéring is not transmissionThe text records the
' lived practice. The Buddhas sufficient; sufering must be Buddhas final journey and teachings
teachings emeged in the intellectual understood, its origin recognised, it&nd became an important component
01. Introduction and religious environment of ancientessation realised and the patbf the early Buddhist textual
The history of Indian knowledgeIndia, while Sankaradeva worked ircultivated. Knowledge thereforeheritage® At the same time, its
traditions cannot be understoodifteenth- and sixteenth-centurybecomes a process of investigatiomifferent surviving versions
solely through the history of formalAssam within a complex regionaldisciplined observation anddemonstrate that textual traditions

philosophical schools or writtensociety of diverse communities transformation. develop through processes of
scriptures; it must also be examinegolitical formations and religious =~ TheDhammapadaeinforces this transmission and preservation.
through the ways in whichtraditions. relationship between mental 04. Sankaradeva and the

knowledge was experienced, The early Buddhist textualcultivation and conduct. Its openingVernacularisation of Knowledge
transmitted, interpreted andtradition presents knowledge througheachings place the mind at the centre Nearly two thousand years Igter
integrated into everyday lifelhis terms such gsafifa (wisdom),fidGa of speech and action, while anotheBrimanta Sankaradeva developed a
article comparatively examines th€knowledge)sati (mindfulness) and well-known formulation summarisesdistinctive  religious-cultural
knowledge systems associated withhammawhile Sankaradevaiworks Buddhist practice through avoidingknowledge system iAssam. His
Gautama Buddha and Srimant@alace strong emphasis drhakti evil, cultivating good and purifying contribution cannot be reduced

Sankaradeva, two historicalceravaGakirtana nama satsaEga the mind? simply to religious reform. His
personalities separated by nearly twand accessible religious instruction. The resulting model mayintellectual activity encompassed
millennia but connected, at the leveThe Dhammacakkappavattanatherefore be described as: literature, music, drama,

of intellectual history by their Sutta for example, describes the experience ’'! observation ’! performance, manuscript culture,
emphasis on ethical transformationMiddle Way as producing “vision” insight ’'! ethical discipline ’! painting, community @anisation
disciplined conduct, accessibleand “knowledge” and connects ittransformation. and religious education.
teaching and the relationshipwith the Noble Eightfold Pathlin His major achievement was to
between knowledge and human lifeSankaradeva' Bhakti-pradipa make complex scriptural and
The research does not proposedevotional knowledge is similarly philosophical ideas accessible
direct historical influence of connected with disciplined religious through literary and performative
Buddhism on Sankaradeva or @ractice, particularly hearing and forms. The Kirtana-ghocé for
simple equivalence between theichanting the divine name. example, transformed narratives
philosophies. Instead, it places their The principal Buddhist sources derived lagely from theBhagavata
respective intellectual traditionsused here are the PurdGainto compositions suitable
within their own historical contexts Dhammacakkappavattana Su(&N for collective recitation and
and analyses primary textuab6.1l), DhammapadaSigéalovada devotional participatioAThe text is
materials as evidence of flifent Sutta(DN 31),KaraGilyametta Sta described as an anthology of
modes of knowing. In the Buddhist(Sn 1.8/Kp 9), anMah&parinibbéna numerous narrative and devotional

corpus, the Sutta(DN 16). Early Buddhist texts — compositions rather than simply a
Dhammacakkappavattana Suttaare preserved across multiple textual Seated Buddha in conventional literary work.
DhammapadaSigalovada Sutta traditions, and modern digital Dharmachakra Pravartana Mudra 05. The Kir tana-ghoca
KaraGiyametta  Sutta and repositories such as SuttaCentral (Teaching Gesta), Sarnath Knowledge through Collective
Mahaparinibbana Suttaeveal a provide the Pali texts alongside School, Gupta Period (5th—6th Learning

knowledge system centred ormparallels and translations. century CE; Chunar sandstone) TheKirtana-ghoc&emonstrates
experiential insight, ethical For Sankaradeva, the study uses Souce: The British Museum, how Sankaradeva transformed the
discipline, mindfulness, socialthe Kirtana-ghoca Bhakti-pradipa London, Museum Number:  act of learning into a collective

responsibility and liberation. In GuGamala hisAssamese rendering1880,07 (transfeed flom the India cultural experience. Its compositions
Sankaradeva’Assamesé/aicGava of portions of theBhégavata Museum; field collection by ~ were designed for congregational

corpus, theKirtana-ghoca Bhakti- PuraGa and selecte@orgeet The Markham Kittoe). prayer with a leader initiating the

pradipa GuGamalga Assamese surviving textual tradition indicates recitation and the assembly
rendering of theBhagavataand that theKirtana-ghocaconsists of 03. Ethical Knowledge and the participating through repeated
Borgeetdemonstrate a dédrent but devotional compositions intended Education of Conduct refrains and verses. Consequently

equally significant process in whichparticularly for congregational A major characteristic of thethe Kirtana-ghocarepresents an
scriptural  knowledge  wasrecitation, while diferent portions Buddhist knowledge system is thaimportant example of oral, musical
vernacularised and transmittedvere composed at é#frent times and ethical knowledge is inseparableand participatory pedagogy in the
through recitation, music, dramalater brought together as a corpus.from everyday behaviourThe history ofAssam.

visual culture, collective worship and 02.The Buddha and the Stgélovada Suttas particularly 06.Bhakti-pradipa: Knowledge
community institutions. The Knowledge System of important in this regard because it through Devotional Praxis
comparison suggests that both Experiential Insight discusses relationships between Sankaradeva’Bhaki-pradipa

traditions treated knowledge not The Buddhist knowledge systenparents and children, teachers angrovides a more explicitly
merely as accumulation ofbegins with a distinctive question:;pupils, employers and workersphilosophical dimension to this
How can human beings understanttiends and householders, and oth&nowledge system. see page 7
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Continue from page no 4 Dr. Sangeeta Kalita: Restoring vision, serving
Motherhood has added anothertor of Dhekiak Higher Secondary practice: to remain ambitious doors that blindness had closed.
dimension to her understanding of School.” The support of her  without losing humility to pursue Her commitment to inspiring
life. As the mother of two daugh- family has enabled Dr Kalita to professional excellence without  younger generations gives another
ters,Aaghnya and\adya Kalita, continue developing professionally compromising values, and to use dimension to her journeyaving
she hopes to inspire them not while remaining closely connected one's abilities for the benefit of benefited from the guidance of
merely through her professional  with her responsibilities as a others.” From a young girl in teachers, mentors and family
achievements but through the mother and wife. Her parents and Noonmati who was encouraged bymembers throughout her own life,
values by which she liveShe motherin-law have helped her with her parents and teachers to dreamshe hopes to pass that encourage-
words of her father about one day her children, allowing her to pursueo a medical student fascinated by ment forward. Her message to
wanting to be known as his her professional responsibilities  ophthalmology; from a rural young people is rooted in perse-

daughter's father have remained while maintaining her family life.  Medical Oficer to a postgraduate verance rather than shortcuts: life
particularly meaningful to heShe She regards this support as an  ophthalmologist; from a young may not always be egdyut a
hopes that, when her daughters  important part of the foundation  suigeon learning phaco and cornegbositive outlook, a willingness to

grow older and establish their own upon which her professional procedures under experienced learn and the courage to continue

identities, they too will be proud to journey has been built. mentors to a senior consultant moving forward can help a person

be known as her daughters and that Her father continues to occupy performing advanced corneal and face dificulties with greater

she will have the privilege of being a special place in her life. His cataract sweries, Dr Sangeeta confidence.

known as their mother words from her childhood, and the Kalita's journey has been one of As Dr Sangeeta Kalita contin-
She also hopes that her journeyvalues he instilled in hehave continuous learning and service. ues her journey of healing,

will motivate and inspire young continued to influence her long Her journey also illustrates how learning and service, her dedica-

girls and boys. Her own life, she after she entered the medical education, mentorship, family tion to restoring vision and

believes, demonstrates that dreamgrofession. Her husband has support and professional dedicatiommproving the lives of others

require patience, discipline, likewise encouraged her to con- can come together to shape a remains a defining feature of her

continuous learning and persever tinue reaching higheffogethey meaningful medical careérhe professional life. Her work in

ance. Life, in her viepis not a bed these relationships have provided teachers who encouraged her ophthalmic sugery, academic
of roses, but maintaining positivity her with emotional strength during during childhood, the professors medicine, research, teaching, eye-
and remaining eager to acquire  difficult periods of her career and who guided her during medical ~ donation awareness and commu-

knowledge can make its challenge$iave encouraged her to continue training, the sigeons who nity service reflects a deep sense
more manageable. For hégarning pursuing her professional aspira- mentored her in specialised of responsibility towards society

is not confined to classrooms or tions. procedures and the family members Her journey from Noonmati to
formal qualifications; it is a Dr Kalita has not written a who supported her personal advanced ophthalmic practice also

lifelong process that continues complete book of her own, but sheresponsibilities have all contributeddemonstrates the importance of
through professional experience, has contributed a chapter to an  to the person and professional sheremaining a lifelong learner
interaction with patients, teachers, ophthalmology book. Her two has become. Medicine changes continuously
colleagues and society publications inThe Times of India Her story is therefore not only sumgical technologies evolve and
Outside the hospital, Dr Kalita on dry-eye awareness have also about the restoration of sight. It is new challenges emge. Her
maintains several interests. She enabled her to contribute to public about the restoration of possibility continued involvement in

practises yoga, enjoys dancing, understanding of common eye Through sugery, teaching, re- specialised procedures, research,
reads story books and newspapersproblems. Her academic writing  search, eye-donation awareness, academic conferences, teaching
and plays badmintoihese and public communication comple-community outreach and personal and public awareness reflects her
activities help her maintain a ment her clinical and teaching compassion, she continues to commitment to keeping pace with
balance between the demands of responsibilities. pursue a simple principle learned those changes while retaining the
professional life and personal well-  Looking back on her journgy  from her father early in life: to human values that first drew her
being. For someone whose profes-Dr Kalita does not describe successerve humanity with knowledge, towards medicineThrough her
sional responsibilities involve long merely in terms of sgical num- humility and character professional expertise, dedication
hours, complex sgeries and bers, academic publications or The significanceof her work and compassionate approach to
emotionally demanding interac-  professional recognition. Her can perhaps be understood most patient care, Dr Sangeeta Kalita
tions with patients, she considers understanding of medicine is clearly through the lives of the continues to make a meaningful
personal balance essential. rooted in the human being behind patients she has treated. For contribution to the field of oph-
She is equally conscious of the every patientA patient who someone who has lived with thalmology Her commitment to
need to maintain a clear boundary regains independence aftergeny  blindness, the ability to see again restorirg vision and improving the
between her professional and a child who returns to school after can mean far more than quality of life of her patients
family responsibilitiesAt the recovering vision, a young person recognising faces or objects. It cameflects the true spirit of medical
hospital, she is an eye specialist who finds employment after mean walking without assistance, service As she continues her
and a doctor; at home, sheisa  corneal transplantation, or a family returning to school, seeking professional journgyher knowl-
mother wife and daughteembrac- that experiences the joy of restorecemployment, becoming indepen- edge, experience and humane
ing all the roles that family life sight represents, for hethe real dent, participating in family life  approach will serve many more
brings. She consciously tries not tomeaning of medical service. and regaining confidence. In this patients and contribute to the

carry the pressures of hospital work Her professional journey has  sense, restoring vision can open advancement of eye care.
into her home and, likewise, does also been shaped by an understand-

not allow family burdens to ing that medicine requires both ;

interfere with her professional technical expertise and emotional Continue from page no 1

responsibilities. She believes that sensitivity Advanced sugical skills 1 Tal 1

life should not consist of work can restore vision, but compassion, Chlef M N ISter Dr H I manta
alone and that diérent priorites ~ communication and trust can help I 11 I

have to be compartmentalised to restore a patient's confidence and BISW& Sarma partICI pates N the

achieve fulfilment. attitude towards lifeA successful ! I !

Her husband, DAngshuman doctor in her philosophymust BIeSSIng Candle event to Cel )
Kalita, a psychiatrist by profession therefore remain both a skilled service of the people. On this auspicious occasion of his birth-
and her friend and classmate from professional and a compassionate day, | pray at the feet of Maa Kamakhya and Mahapurush Srimanta
MBBS, has been one of her human being. Sankardeva - May the Prime Minister be blessed with good health,

strongest sources of support. She  Her motto, “Simple living and  ynwavering willpower and a long life so that he may always re-
describes him as someone who  high thinking”, reflects the philoso- majn dedicated to the service of Mother Indith this intention,
ﬁnchqurages herttodlﬂ);grﬁﬂdasnﬂer RTV by Wtw%h shlefts?]eks to “Ved on September 1Assam Chief Minister DrHimanta Biswa Sarma
igh” and repeatedly ong with humility, honour an oy : : ' f -.
e - - participated in the program titled 'Ashirbadar Banti' (Candle of
that she is a fighter who can virtue, she believes that people Blessings) in North Guwahati, Jalukbari Constituerioycelebrate

hi thing in life. H hould k their d , k ; . . . .
ggrg?]‘{g ﬁ;‘ge ;Q?ng}ng% heerrconstarisbrotlf]em??%aiﬁlzoéﬁggsanw(? [jo the birthday of the Honorable Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra

support, while her parents-in-law good to others. She also encour Modi, and sought blessings by lighting a candle, as he stated. Present

Amulya Kalita and Ritamoni Dutta ages young people to remain at the event were Ranjit Kumar Bhattacharya, Alssam $ate
Kalita, have also contributed to thepositive and continuously seek ~ General Secretary of the Bharatiya Janata Party's Kisan Morcha,
family's support system. Ritamoni knowledge The philosophy is and Hemanta Chowdhyrthe Oficer on Special Duty to the Chief

Dutta Kalita is a retired demonstra-simple in words but demanding in Minister of Assam, Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma.
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Knowledge Systems in thé&ge of Gautama

The text examines the nature an8ankaradeva’satra and namghar Bhagavatatranslations andBorgeet experience and conduct.
practice of devotion and emphasisesmeged within the socio-religious collectively demonstrate a method oSankaradeva’ system, emging in
ceravaGaand kirtana hearing and conditions of medievédssam.Their communicating  sophisticatedmedieval Assam, transformed
chanting as important means ohistorical functions and institutionalreligious ideas through forms thascriptural and philosophical
cultivating devotior!. A scholarly structures difered considerably could be heard, remembered, sungnowledge through vernacular
study published through the IndiraKnowledge survives morefettively and performed. In both casesliterature,kirtana Borgeet drama,
Gandhi National Centre for thiats when it becomes embodied irtherefore, knowledge can be studiethanuscript culture and communal
notes thaBhakti-pradipaanalyses the institutions and communitieSthe through four interconnectedinstitutions. It created a powerful

elements obhakti and connects its knowledge system is therefore notlimensions: mechanism through which knowledge
content particularly with material simply located in a text. It exists in could move from specialised textual
found in the Eleventh Book of thepeople, practices, institutions, traditions into collective cultural
Bhagavata memories and repeated acts of practice.
07.GuGamala and the transmission. The comparison therefore
Compression of Knowledge 10. Knowledge, Social Ethics and suggests a broader historical
The GuGamalédprovides perhaps Human Relationships conception of Indian knowledge:

one of the clearest examples of The comparison becomes
Sankaradeva’'method of making an especially significant in the field of
extensive textual tradition accessiblsocial ethics.
in condensed formThe work is The Sigalovada Suttarovides a
described as a concise rendering afystematic discussion of reciprocal
major Bhéagavatathemes in a duties in social relationships.
memorable poetic structufelts Sankaradeva’devotional literature,
importance for the history ofmeanwhile, repeatedly presents
knowledge lies in compressiondevotion as a means of cultivating Buddhism or Neo-®icGavism. It
without complete loss of meaning. humility, surrendercompassion and contributes to contemporary
Large bodies of religious narrativecollective participationThis does not Traditional artistic scholarship on Indian Knowledge
could be transformed into memorablenean that the two traditions prescribe representation of Srimanta Systems by demonstrating that
verses that could be learned, recitedentical social philosophieSheir Sankaradeva knowledge traditions should be
and transmitted orallf'his illustrates theological and philosophical  gqce: Widely d studied not simply as repositories of
o > ate . . : preserved acoss : gt ; -
a sophisticated pedagogical principlefoundations are substantlallySatras cultural epositories and old ideas but as living historical
knowledge becomes socially durabléifferent. educational literatue processes of knowing, practising,
when it can be remembered and The Buddhas teaching is oriented ' transmitting and transforming human
reproduced by communities. towards understanding dafing, Knowing °'! Practising ’'! experience.
The historical significance of thisimpermanence, non-self, ethicallransforming ''Transmitting
process becomes clearer wheoonductand liberation. Sankaradava’ This framework is particularly 14. Refeences
considered alongside manuscripsystem is centred on devotion taseful for contemporary research od. The Buddha,
culture. Assams illustrated Krishna, Eka-cearaGanama bhakti Indian Knowledge Systems because Dhammacakkappavattana Sytta
manuscript tradition and the latemand the communal practice ofit avoids reducinggnowledge system SaCyutta Nikag 56.1 —
preservation and publication ofVaicGava religionThe historical to a collection of ancient texts. It primary evidence for the Middle
illustratedKirtana-ghocdBhéagavata comparison therefore lies not ininstead investigates the complete Way, Four NobleTruths and
and related texts demonstrate thatoctrinal identity but in their sharedhistorical ecology through which Eightfold Path.
textual, visual and performativerecognition that knowledge acquireknowledge was created, embodie@. The BuddhaPhammapada—
knowledge could operate togethewvalue when it influences humanand transmitted. primary evidence for mental
The Srimanta Sankaradevaonduct. 13. Historical Perspective discipline, ethical conduct,
Kalakshetras publication 11. Two Different Models of A comparative study must also wisdom and self-cultivation.
programme, for example, includes Experiential Knowledge avoid romanticising either tradition.3. The BuddhaSigalovada Sutta
illustrated editions of th&irtana- A particularly useful distinction The Buddhist and Sankaradevan Digha Nikadya 31— primary
ghoca and Bhakti Ratnavaliand emeges when comparing theirtraditions developed within particular evidence for household ethics,
illustrated sections of th&rimad- epistemological orientations. historical societies, and their textual social relationships and
Bhagavata Buddhist Model traditions passed through processes of reciprocal responsibilities.
08. Borgeet, Music andAesthetic The Buddhist texts emphasiseral transmission, compilation,4. The BuddhaKaraGiyametta
Knowledge seeing, understanding, mindfulnessnterpretation and institutionalisation. Suttg Sutta Nipata 1.8 /
Sankaradeva’knowledge systemdisciplined cultivation and direct  For Buddhism, the existence of Khuddakapamha 9- primary
cannot be fully understood withoutinsight. The multiple textual parallels and evidence for loving-kindness,
considering musicThe Borgeet Dhammacakkappavattana Suttalifferences between surviving ethical cultivation and universal
created a musical environment irexplicitly associates the Middi&ay versions demonstrates the importance benevolence.
which philosophical and devotionalwith the arising of vision and of textual criticism. SuttaCentral5. The BuddhaMahé&parinibbana

knowledge was simultaneously
intellectual, ethical, practical, social,
aesthetic and spiritual. Its durability
depended not merely on writing but
on memoryperformance, community
and lived practice.

The significance of this historical
insight extends beyond the study of

ideas were communicated througknowledge. explicitly notes that early Buddhist Suttg Digha Nikaya 16—
melody, rhythm, language and Sankaradeva Model texts survive across ddrent primary evidence for the
emotional experience. Sankaradeva’knowledge systemtraditions and languages. Similarly Buddhas final teachings,

Recent scholarship has als@ives greater prominence to hearinghe Kirtana-ghocahas a complex community impermanence and
examined theBorgeetas a medium remembering, singing, reciting,textual history: its constituent transmission of the Dhamma.
through which Sankaradegasocial devotional participation and scripturacompositions were associated witls. EaEkadeva,Kirtana-ghocé—
and philosophical ideas werenterpretation. HiKirtana-ghocawvas different periods and were later primary source for
expressedrhis is important from the explicitly structured for compiled and copied as a collection. congregationakirtana,
perspective of knowledge historycongregational performance. The knowledge systems devotional knowledge, ethical
because it challenges the assumption 12. Knowledge as a Holistic associated with Gautama Buddha and narratives and accessible
that knowledge is transmitted only Process Srimanta Sankaradeva erged in religious instruction.
through prose or philosophical The mostimportant conclusion ofmarkedly diferent historical 7. EakEkadeva,Bhakti-pradipa—
argument. this comparison is that both traditiongircumstances and should not be primary source for the

09. From Individual challenge a narrow definition ofpresented as identical or as products philosophical and practical
Transformation to Community knowledge. For the Buddha,of a simple line of influenceret a dimensions obhakti including
Formation knowledge  without ethical comparative historical examination ceravaGaandkirtana

The Buddhas teaching created atransformation is incompletélhe reveals a significant intellectual8. BaEkadeva,GuGamalé—
community of practitioners theDhammapadaepeatedly connectsparallel: both traditions understood primary source demonstrating the
SaEghawithin which learning, mental discipline and conduct, whileknowledge as something that should condensation and poetic
discipline and preservation ofthe Dhammacakkappavattana Suttaransform human life rather than transmission oBhagavata
teachings could continue.presents knowledge within a practicatemain confined to intellectual knowledge.

Sankaradeva’ movement similarly path of cultivation. speculation. 9. (EakEkardeveBorgeetcorpus —
generated institutional and communal For Sankaradeva, knowledge The Buddha knowledge system primary source for the musical,
spaces associated widatra and likewise had to become culturallycenters on insight into sigfring, aesthetic and #dctive
namghartraditions. communicable and sociallyethical conduct, mindfulness, transmission of devotional

The BuddhistSaEghadeveloped participatory The Kirtana-ghoca disciplined practice and liberation. Its  knowledge; the corpus is also
within the monastic framework of Bhakti-pradipa GuGamalg pedagogical strength lay in listed alongside his other works
ancient Buddhism, while connecting understanding with in the textual tradition.
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Pothrongee Celebrates a Decade of 578th Abirbhav Tithi of
Sreet Music andTributes In Guwahati - Srimanta Sankardev ob-
- T e o et SEIVEd In Demo

5‘%"—"-"7 : 7 o < v to prominent musicians. On September
= v 19, Pothrongee ganised a street jam Demow : The 578thf—=s
near Guwahati Commerce College t8birbhav Tithi (birth an- :
mark Zubeen Divas and pay tribute toiversary) of Mahapurus| ;
late musician Zubeen GarHis former Srimanta Sankardev wd
associates Papu Gogoi, Pranab Jyetbserved in Demoy
% painy | Rajkhowar Dony Hazarika, Dadul K%ndnlya Naam Ghar witl
i rahati - - - Saikia and Shabin Kumar Das (Rabw day-long programme 0- :

Guwabhati : Pothrongee, an informal.. 04 the programme. More t(han :L;%onday In the programme, Naam Prasanga, reading
association of music lovers and artist othrongee members, along with speof Kirtan Puthi, and performance of B@et and Diha
marged éLO yea_rﬁ of its musical journey; s and music lovers, participated iNaam were @anisedThe occasion was also observed
OOrI]DC uﬂzgﬁb\gg rcgléggtiﬁesﬁ:gnsgr% ﬁe tribute. Performers aged betwedn the other Naam Ghars of the area.

’ a 9 nine and over 50 joined the program
Animal

birth anniversary of latAssamese mu- o :
sician Jayanta Hazarika. Pothrong t%rough singing and instrumental pe

nimal
0 rmances. Over the past decad BA ﬁ BA s
began its journey on September 2Qy,ongee’ has used public spaces [@s qi'ggd‘antrg @ggd‘Cmtfg

2017, on Hazarika's 73rd birth annive open platforms for music, remembrand

gg“{ c(J)rfaWér:lgr 'SZﬂ'irna}-t-'(%ﬂ grc;(r)r:ur:lns ﬁgg'and social interaction, bringing togetheriEi KR wowrm e | Bl
P : ingers, instrumentalists, artists and IR TS §5T, 372, (AR,

since oganised street-side musical pe

Anti-Drug movement gains & '—”””i; “’“@ |
momentum in the state oAssam ey L

Governor leads ‘Nasha Mukt Bharat Sankalp Padayatrain Tinsukia, Assam ~ «(éd s

b iy,
Ty U::" l:v\nlil'

it | 94350-61306, 86331-38348

Pankaj Nath : Continuing his state-  society cannot be built through policing | ¢ 94350-61306, 86381-38348 | o ™ :
wide awareness campaign against druglone, it requires collective action from = ¥ 4 e 0 UNNATa 4 e
abuseAssam Governor Lakshman families, schools, civil societyand ) 5 S | P
Prasadicharya, led the ‘Nasha Mukt local administrations.”The Governor | GeheBmam ) | [ | (e Bfen e )
Bharat Sankalp Padayatia'Tinsukia, commended Govt. dissam for its ‘

Assam onTuesday , thus turning the firm zero-tolerance policy against

campaign into a powerful, community-narcotics. He also praised welfare ——
driven movement across the state of initiatives like Nijut Moina and Nijut

Assam .This anti-drug march in Babu for empowering the youth to leac D I N E
Tinsukia marks the latest leg of the  purposeful lives. Following the public

Governofs ongoing regional outreach address, Governor Lakshman Prasad Taste of Assam

against substance abuse. His padayatfiagged of and led the Nasha Mukt

campaign has been sweeping across Bharat Sankalp Padayatra, walking
Assam, starting from Cacharogress- alongside hundreds of citizens, stu-
ing through Sribhumi, reaching Upper dents, and local leaders frofmsukia
Assam now with the Padyatra reachingollege to Mahatma Gandhi Park.

Dibrugarh andlinsukia.Addressing a Upon arriving at the park, the Governa
massive, gathering dinsukia College, paid solemn tributes at the statue of 2
Governor Lakshman Prasad hailed Mahatma Gandhi, underscoring the = Chowmin

Tinsukia terming the district as a ideals of truth, self-control, and com- BLES=1Vlg=[-1¢

shining symbol oAssams heritage, munity responsibility in the battle ¥ Chicken Item
identity, and industrial strength. He  against addiction. Earliefinsukia 5= Maggi
highlighted the contributions of leg-  District Commissioner Sumit s Bi .

endary figures like Jyoti Prasad Sattawan administered the Nasha MuKiaiittal-dnke
Agarwala, Laxminath Bezbaruah and Bharat Sankalp pledge to the partici- LARECELC]

Bharat Ratna DBhupen Hazarika, pants.The public meeting and i~ Fried Rice
lyrginghtoday'ﬁ Iyouth to drawdstrfefnglglth padayatrafwere Ettended by Guardian @ =@ ==11 :
rom their rich legacy instead of fallingMinister of Tinsukia District Rameswar s

prey to substance abuse. Inspired by Teli, MLAs Sanjay Kishan, Pulok [ e ta)
the vision of Prime Minister Shri Gohain, District Commissioner Sumit [Buiitilsbbmnd
Narendra Modi, we are turning the  Sattawan, Superintendent of Police = Pakora

'‘Nasha Mukt Bharat Sankalp' into trulyMayank Kumay Chairman offinsukia = Coffee

a people's movement,” adding the Municipal Board Pulak Chetia, along- "t =1

Governor said “Self-discipline, re- side senior civil and police fders,
straint, and moral conduct are deeply heads of educational institutions, social A, T. Road, Near Morigagn Bus Stand
rooted in our civilisational heritage.  workers, and a lge turnout of local Nagaon (Assam)

While enforcement is vital, a drug-freeresidents including youths.
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